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A Study on the Present Situation and Issues of Museum-like Functions

in Firefighting Facilities

Noriko HORIE (Bukkyo University)

Various urban facilities in cities and regions contribute to the sustainability of the region not only by
fulfilling their original functions, but also by carrying out museum-like activities such as collection
and conservation, research, exhibition and education, and enjoyment (entertainment). The previous
questionnaire surveys targeting water treatment plants and waste treatment facilities have revealed that
many of these facilities have some kind of museum-like activities in place. This time, the results of a
questionnaire survey of fire departments across the country are reported and discussed.

The survey was sent by post to 725 fire departments across the country, with a response rate of 65.8%.
65.6% had some kind of museum function, 47 (9.9%) in specialized facilities, 170 (35.6%) at fire
headquarters and 164 (34.4%) at fire stations. 135 (28.3%) have some kind of initiative on collection
and preservation, 43 (0.9%) on research and study, 280 (58.7%) on exhibition and education, and 223
(46.8%) on enjoyment (entertainment). Cooperative relations with other organizations are present in
149 locations (31.2%), and 70.6% need initiatives to promote understanding of firefighting activities
and disaster education. On the other hand, 65.6% are facing challenges. The survey has confirmed that
firefighting facilities can function as a center for disaster education for disaster prevention and
mitigation, as well as for responding to disasters. However, it has not been possible to capture the
extent to which such initiatives contribute to improving local sustainability. Analysis of the
relationship with other data needs to be carried out, and the current situation needs to be confirmed by
case studies.

Keywords: urban facilities, museum-like function, firefighting facilities, regional sustainability,
correlation analysis
JEL classifications: H41, H49, 129
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