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Economic Impacts and Recovery of Tourism Industry
in the Hokkaido Eastern Iburi Earthquake

Toyohashi University of Technology Kotaro OKUDAIRA™
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Toyohashi University of Technology =~ Hiroyuki SHIBUSAWA

Abstract:

The influential factors that natural disasters have on tourism include visual factors by direct damage to tourism resources
such as cultural heritage and natural landscapes, and non-visual factors by indirect damage such as rumors and image
deterioration of the region. Quantitatively evaluating the impact of natural disasters and providing them as intuitive data is
an important evaluation axis for implementing appropriate damage mitigation measures and effectively utilizing the
limited budget.

The Hokkaido Eastern Iburi Earthquake that occurred on September 6 of 2018 had a great impact on tourism. Since the
impact of this disaster spread not only to the area around the epicenter but also to the entire area of Hokkaido due to the
power outage, it is necessary to evaluate the spatiotemporal impact on tourists and tourism-related businesses.

In this study, we investigate the tourism damage and recovery situation caused by the Hokkaido Eastern lburi Earthquake
from the viewpoints of tourism demand and supply. On the demand side, we analyzed the impact of the earthquake based
on the survey of the number of tourists of the Hokkaido Tourism Statistics, and on the supply side, we conducted a
questionnaire survey of tourism-related business establishments to find out about economic damage, recovery conditions,
and the effects of reconstruction policies.

Keywords: Hokkaido Eastern Iburi Earthquake, tourism, business offices survey, Hokkaido Tourism Statistics
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