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SDG5 Gender Equality and the Role of Women’s Universities

Koji Kshida (President, Wayo Women’s University)

Abstract

In 1897, Wayo Sewing Women’s Institute was founded with the aim of providing an education
to women who had very little opportunity to go to school. Gender roles were clearly defined
in Meiji Era; nevertheless, Wayo taught not only sewing, which was considered women’s
work, but also emphasized subjects such as Japanese, Chinese classics ,mathematics and the
cultivation of moral education. Based on accounts written by the founder, the goal for
education was learning subjects which are now considered liberal arts.

Girls’ schools, although behind in comparison to boys’ schools, opened the doors to women’s
education, helping to close the gender gap, very much like the aim of SDGs No. 5 for gender
equality. Graduate survey results reveal that very few give approval when asked about
gender division of labor for married couples, and an overwhelming number answer that they
aspire to find employment after graduation which enables them to be independent. Few,
however, are able to find managerial positions, and most do clerical jobs. Women working
as non-regular employees feel less life satisfaction than those with full-time positions. The
burden of childbirth, raising children and caring for family members falls heavily on women,
and the survey results imply that these factors affect their career development. Although
utilizing women is essential for supporting our economic society, gender bias makes it
difficult for them to develop careers which comply with their life stage.

The role of a women’s university is to offer an education in an environment with minimal
gender bias, endeavoring to promote women’s diversity, and it is our hope that women

themselves will play active roles in society by leading diverse people, including women.
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