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Factors that promote rural migration of elderly people:

Migrant incentive analysis by using data of Japanese prefectures

Mieko Fujisawa™, Risa Suzuki”
*Faculty of Economic and Management, Institute of Human and Social Sciences, Kanazawa University
“School of Economics, College of Human and Social Sciences, Kanazawa University

Abstract

Rural migration of elderly people is recommended to mitigate the impact of population decline in Japan.
Although this policy may lead to the suppression of the aging of the metropolitan area and the survival of rural areas,
the migration of the elderly is not currently mainstream.

This study confirmed the feasibility of elderly migration by multiple regression model in which a dependent
variable was using the transfer rate to other prefectures of people over the age of 60. Further, a hypothesis that comfort
and security for elderly people has influence on elderly migration, was verified by carrying out analysis. In order to
test the hypothesis, we used variables of five factors: Economic factor, Administrative factor, Facility factor, Comfort
factor, and Geographical factor.

As results of analysis, it was revealed that the migration of elderly people had a positive relationship with the
temperature and sunshine hours of comfort factor, welfare support per the elderly measured by cost of administrative
factor, and the comprehensiveness of the facilities as facility factor. On the other hand, there was a negative
relationship with the land price of economic factor. We found that the elderly migrants increase in comfortable areas
with warm temperature and in well-equipped areas such as facilities for elderly people.

It could be shown from the results of this study that it is possible for the receiving local government to promote
the migration of the elderly by reviewing the welfare cost of the elderly people and improving the facilities, although
the natural environmental conditions can not be changed. In addition, since the age variable shows a negative impact,
it is presumed that it may be possible to increase motivation for migration by providing information to young people

before they become elderly.

Keywords: Local migration, Transfer rate, Incentive factors, Multiple regression analysis, Principal component
analysis
JEL classifications: R19, J11
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