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Recent Changes in Food Consumption Behavior in China
: The impact of rice brand on price formation
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Abstract

The export of Japanese rice to China has attracted a great deal of attention in Japan in recent years, but it is difficult to say
that rice exports to China are currently on a full-fledged track. One of the reasons behind this is intense competition
among different varieties, brands and price ranges in the Chinese rice market. In addition, Japanese rice exporters and
related organizations may not be able to expand their businesses to meet consumer needs because they can hardly keep
up with the rapid changes in China's rice consumption behavior. Therefore, research on rice consumption in China also
needs an approach that properly captures such changes.

The purpose of this study is to clarify the influence of rice brand in China on price formation through the result of
market approach and the research on rice retail price. Specifically, we analyze price formation factors by the hedonic
approach using information on net sales of rice. In addition, the results of surveys at retail stores in Shanghai will be added
to reinforce the analysis results due to consumer behavior is strongly influenced by personal preferences, experiences,
and customs while it shows a tendency as a group. Based on the obtained analysis results, we will make policy

recommendations for marketing strategies for Japanese rice in the Chinese market.

Keywords: Price formation, Rice brand, China, Food consumption behavior
JEL classifications: D12
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