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Research on the influence level of the image of a residential area on the selection of
residing location by the parenting generation
-A case study of Fukuoka metropolitan area-
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Hiroko NAKASHIMA
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The subjects of this research study were child-raising families living in Fukuoka urban areas, and its goals
were to gain an understanding of the impressions of residential areas in the study target regions, as well as to
identify the elements in the impressions of residential areas which are of concern to people when selecting
places of residence. Another objective of the study was to investigate the extent to which the impressions of
residential areas have an effect on selections of places of residence. Based on the analysis performed in the
national census, urban areas in Fukuoka were classified into 5 types, and questionnaire surveys were
conducted asking respondents their impressions of the residential areas in each region type. Evaluations
performed using the SD method showed that regions whose residential arecas had trends toward similar
impressions also had similar geographical conditions and surrounding environments, and it is believed that the
impressions of the residential areas are affected by these aspects. 56.8% of all respondents indicated that they
are “Very concerned” or “Concerned” about the impressions of residential areas when moving, indicating that
the impressions of residential areas do have a certain effect on considerations made when selecting places of
residence. Also, elements in the impressions of residential areas which were of particular concern included
“level of public safety”, “livability”, “possibility for natural disasters”, and “convenience”, so it is possible
that these elements are related to the factors which make up the impressions of given areas. The impressions
of residential areas in each region classified by degree of satisfaction show that even if there are differences in
satisfaction level, there are no significant variations in the shapes of evaluation graphs created using the SD
method, with a tendency for evaluation points to only be shifted horizontally while having similar overall

graph shapes.
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