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Abstract

The ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), launched in 2015, concludes that
eliminating tariffs on goods among 10 ASEAN countries is a pillar, but does not reach a
strong regional agreement like the EU. Specifically, two symbolic goods, namely rice
and sugar, are excluded from trade liberalization, and services and labor movements
are also in progress of discussion among member countries. The AEC will be targeted
for completion in 2025, but as of 2019 there are still many problems. In particular,
ASEAN takes the principle of decision-making mechanism based on “non-intervention”
and “consensus”, in which a true economic community will be difficult to be realized.
This paper will also point out other problems to be solved, i.e., labor migration, diverse

religions in the territory and the overseas Chinese.
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HS Code Description of Goods 2017
10.06 Rice.

1006.10 - Rice in the husk (paddy or rough)

1006.10.10 - - Suitable for sowing 25.00%
1006.10.90 - - Other 25.00%
1006.20 - Husked (brown) rice

1006.20.10 - - Hom Mali rice 25.00%
17.01 Cane or beet sugar and chemically

pure sucrose, in solid form.

- Raw sugar not containing added

flavouring or colouring matter

1701.12.00 - - Beet sugar 10.00%

1701.13.00 - - Cane sugar specified in | 5.00%
Subheading Note 2 to this Chapter

1701.14.00 - - Other cane sugar 5.00%
(AT : ASEAN F% )5 httpsi//asean.org/
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