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Effect of Local Events on Citizen’s First Step of
Public Participation

Hiroto Takitani(Kansai University)
Keiichi KITAZUME(Kansai University)

In recent years, depopulation is progressing in many local cities due to the ever-increasing outflow
of young people to urban areas. As solutions, local events or festivals for city centers and shopping
districts revitalization are receiving many attentions. But the reason why some people do not join
these activities while others voluntarily join them is not always clear. The purpose of this study is
to find how to inspire the people to join regional activities as the first step to public participation
by the case study to Ono city, one of the local city of Fukui prefecture in Japan, as a survey area.

Interview surveys were conducted at the time of two festivals in the city, and asked visitors the
reason why they chose those festivals and whether or not they will come to the same festival the
next time. The results indicate that methods attracting visitors should be carefully arranged in
accordance with the type of regional activities, which are “regional resource type” and “regional
exchange type” and strategic approaches inviting them in other events with common attributes

are required.

Keywords: regional activities, community, public involvement
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