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Regional Economic Effects by Foreign Visitors
- A Case Study of Hokuriku District -

Takashi Aoki (Kanazawa Seiryo University)

Abstract

The number of foreign visitors to Japan has increased. About 29 millions of them visited Japan in
2017, which is almost three times bigger than the number of 2013. The present target number is 40
million of foreign visitors to Japan in 2020. To attain the target, not only popular cities/regions for
foreigners but also many other areas need to accept more of them. Actually, regional areas of Japan have
also many attractive spots, and for the regions, economic effects mainly by foreigners’ consumption are
also anticipated.

In this paper, in order to analyze a region’s economic effect, Hokuriku District as a case study is
examined by input-output analysis. Hokuriku District is located at central area of Japan, facing at
Japan Sea, and consists of three prefectures: Toyama, Ishikawa and Fukui. Each prefecture’s
input-output table is used for the analysis of economic (ripple) effects by foreigners’ consumption, and
results are compared with each other.

As the results, because Ishikawa has had more consumption per person and duration of foreign hotel
guests in number than other two prefectures, Ishikawa has had more economic effects than them, too.
However, if the total consumption is the same level, the economic effects of three prefectures would be
almost the same, which means that if they cooperate with each other to accept more foreigners, each of
the prefecture would have the same economic profits. The importance of the result might be that the
policy of accepting foreigners usually need wide area cooperation, and because Hokuriku District does
not have much economic difference, it would be easy to cooperate with each other for them to have

common economic effects by foreigners’ consumption.
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