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Proposal of support method for rural settlement in depopulating and aging
society

Hokkaido Development Engineering Center  Yuji Takeguchi*
Hokkai-Gakuen University Soushi Suzuki

We now may be facing on “have a loss of our home” in depopulating and aging society in Japan.
For example, a rural settlement in Hokkaido prefecture have existed 3688 places, but more than
half of this settlement populated less than 100 peoples, and more than half of the population is
occupied by elderly people over 65 years old. Furthermore, Hokkaido prefecture is forecasted
population declines of 1.38 million by 2045. These issues may directly have linked to weakening
and loss of daily living functions and transportation facilities, and so on. There is a cutting-edge
region of depopulating and aging society. Based on these circumstances, in this paper targeted a
rural settlement in Hokkaido prefecture, and there are categorized by Cluster Analysis based on
population structure, existence of living facilities, and transportation service status, etc. We also
analyzed an enrichment degree of support situation for rural settlement by means of Customer
Satisfaction Analysis. Based on these analysis results, we suggested a support method and policy
to keep a rural settlement alive.

Keywords: rural settlement, depopulating and aging society, Cluster Analysis, Customer
Satisfaction Analysis,
JEL classifications: R5,
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