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Change in Environment and Local’s Consciousness in Nagadoro
community, a Village of litate, and a Difficult-to-Return Zone

Developing a Regional Design Method through State of Consciousness Part 2

Faculty of International Studies and Regional Development, University of Niigata Prefecture
Tomohiko Yamanaka

The community of Nagadoro in the village of litate in Fukushima Prefecture was
designated as a difficult-to-return zone a year after the Fukushima Daiichi accident in
May 2012, after which the community environment and consciousness changed
remarkably. It continued to change after the national reconstruction project began, six
years after the accident, in 2017. In this report the author places these changes in
context, pursuing a precise demarcation of Nagadoro’s environment and the local’s
consciousness to grasp the method of regional design dealing with future community
environmental management, relative to the formation of a state of consciousness.

The author found that differences in local consciousness depended on the
condition of the particular community in the difficult-to-return zone. Nagadoro is
characterized by its strong bonds, and it is the only difficult-to-return zone in litate.
This deepens Nagadoro residents’ feeling of isolation and prompts worry about the
future of the environmental management of the community due to the absence of the
next generation, although the national reconstruction project has begun.

The residents’ consciousness of the quality of their community environment
before the accident intersected their consciousness of separation and unreasonable
acceptance of the national reconstruction project after it, which makes up a large part
of the union of their consciousness. According to the established theory from
community psychology, the fermentation of the consciousness of the relational
community, which should be shared with the next generation, is required for the
regional succession of Nagadoro community, instead of the mere geographic
community consciousness of their separation. The author reported in a presentation at
the 2017 JSRSAI Conference that sharing methods of community environmental
management and the residents’ consciousness of the stricken area of Chernobyl NPP
accident 25 years preceded, must be free of borders, flexible, and effective.

This method can be applied to regional succession in our shrinking society at the
same time.

JEL classifications: Z00
Keywords: residents’ consciousness, regional succession, difficult-to-return zone,
Fukushima Daiichi accident
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