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Research on the Status of Cultural and Artistic Activities in Japan
— Focusing on Changes in Activity Contents in Terms of Activity Costs

Tokyo National University of Arts
EDAGAWA, Akitoshi

Since the beginning of the 21st century, cultural activities have been used to promote
regional revitalization more often as important factors related to urban renewal and
development, based on the recognition that cultural aspects are essential for regional
development. In FY 2004, the author conducted a survey on the status of cultural
activities in various areas in Japan in relation to urban renewal issues in local
communities. While rural depopulation has further progressed in the 13 years since the
previous survey in FY 2004, local projects aimed at attracting tourists using cultural
resources have been further promoted. In institutional terms, the Theater Act aimed at
promoting the formation of hubs for theatrical and artistic activities, such as theaters
and music halls, was enacted in 2012. Moreover, in the Basic Act for the Promotion of
Culture and the Arts, revised in 2017, not only cultural promotion measures, but also
measures in a wide range of related fields, including tourism, urban development,
international exchange, welfare, education, and industry, were incorporated into a legal
framework. Thus, recent cultural policies are vastly different from former ones that
focused on promoting culture itself.

This survey was conducted using the same method as in the FY 2004 survey to
compare the status of cultural and artistic activities in Japan as much as possible with
the FY 2004 survey results. One of the reasons why cultural activities were downsized
(JPY 14.74 million — 6.23 million) is considered to be the decrease in large-scale
activities (costing JPY 10.00 million or more) (42% — 14%). As for the activities’
purposes, most are done to increase the local cultural level, while a few activities aim to
facilitate tourism (47% vs. 5%). Regarding activity genres, nearly 90% of all activities
are of music, dance, and traditional performing arts, with only a few activities in other
genres. The activities in each genre are held in public social-cultural facilities according
to their genre, and no activities are held outside the facilities according to this survey,
compared to the FY 2004 survey. In the situation where cultural activities are required
to increase income generated by the activities themselves, the subsidy ratio for activity
costs excluding costs borne by activity organizers and admission fees is 47%, which is
seemingly high. Although approximately 150 local governments have formulated a
cultural promotion ordinance or plan, these local governments have fewer expenses for
cultural activities than those that have not formulated such an ordinance or plan. This
shows that cultural promotion ordinances and plans are not very effective in promoting
cultural activities.

The majority of organizers of cultural activities are public interest corporations. This
situation shows a good tendency to revitalize creative activities in local areas, because
resident-led groups and nonprofit organizations can conduct cultural activities on a
more equal footing with administrative organs, compared to cases where cultural
activities are organized directly by the local municipalities. However, it can also be
indicated that this only conforms with the general trend of outsourcing cultural
activities from local governments to external organizations.

[Keywords] Increase the local cultural level, cultural promotion ordinance, Basic Act
for the Promotion of Culture and the Arts, public cultural facilities, outsourcing cultural
activities from local governments to external organizations
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CRIES | S8 URUVERE, SE0RRE, BIAOR, VR, fmis)
[OATRIRTE | - T NS TR RCRE, T8 i, T SA MY, o2V 7%, 558, ~Fr— e 4, 3D
[EURRE | R, B S, SO, S, G, s
(a4 ) S, ATRE SO DHEE, et
(et ) U, SIEE QBB DDA

LR ) HEE, SEETE OMEIC) )D&

[

[t ) miE,

BARE | AN, B, SR MNEREOAHE, BiRIAHR
DHEL, ERMR, MBI A~DAZEE, FI

=EHE

[Zofth ) 42, DL EOWTNOHEBIZHEY LRWRE

2.9 H7 BIRIERO S HRBILEHE & ORYR

EIRAZSUEINE, 2001 FFOSY ESHRBLEANEDO NMAIZ & $ 725 7C, £H07 BIAIRZR T b 3 HRBLE]
DHIEEFEEA T2, 0%, [EIREYAIC X HFEHORE & SOER S bEMEEAREA~OUUE & FEAGHEFED
FEIZ BIREA~OIRBLEH] & SUUIRILOI TBGE HBIOREERE 4 7=V T T0d. LvL, 2017 FEBIfET, &
FROFHE 2 E 6D TN D BTRIRITARET 150 FREE LAvie <, KIEIZRFES - THA 1 FEmO BiaE LovlE LT
W, — 5T, RalfOEROBERLSYHEEI~ORCRORE D 252 5 &, BRSPS ISU SR 2 ER
WZRHUAT D Z &L ZDDS, FIRARBMEE L L TWDDT, ZNEMBEITHEA 5 &3 DA% %
b, 22T, UUT, EMTUUREES, (—IDHIREESEA~OMBERFEEIT Y 2 &%,

BIAEROSBEFARIEHEORENY, BIBAREIXEROSYURRA~DOEGE L 1 D08, BENH DHIE EHiEh
BIEHFTEEHEZ D, 22T, AEIOBIEEA~OMBIEDEIR & 7 DA 3% Z5EORIE & ORHRTH,
THTNN.



FT, B ESIVCOAIEEI O, SBEOAIEC LT, MBERNIE A EEDIFRNGEES). 2721, TE
BIOHIEDFTTRENDT, BIpl@OMBFE SR 60 THEERE <7/2oTh. & 24D, FENRESN
TS BIRIKIENEDR &5 Lo 273, TlTAEHENDT, SREIEIREIEDTTH 18 HHFEZ . #ilhhts
BRI r—ATY, FFIERBIEDTT, TR EEEENL . Lo LA Or —A T, iilTkaE
B, 2 ERRERHERIBARDTTRZ. SFED, KPIFEEHET 2L 5N L -T, YUEB~DBIalE
FIDHT, L LARIEL TS BETRIEDFIVDI. ZoMm e LT, U TPRIL, #E, A3, wik
WA TR EIRE, RERREER2 L, ERARROBEITAICL 50T, FKEORIE T R 2R
(THETe Z &3 PRAMERZRDT, SPIELHIEL TODET0E Liveu, SUEEIEARE S w5
1277 MHEThHh- T, B FHE RO HILTWL DT THARN. FEENHIE ST, TRENIE

8 ZeM5E DIE DA LA B & DRI, (B F)
i Bh o FBIFESEHE U [TnTAEdE| Bk HEEgE | Bl B
2L 2L NS SEN 466.5 72.2 196.0 0 0.0%
X 37 37 37 37 37
HY NS SEN 598.8 39.1 265.4 0 0.0%
X 15 15 15 15 15
N NS SEN 504.7 62.6 216.0 0 0.0%
X 52 52 52 52 52
HY 2L NS SEN 634.7 49.9 230.2 104.7 46.7%
X 64 64 64 64 64
HY NS SEN 751.0 32.3 290.2 137.7 46.9%
X 23 23 23 23 23
N NS SEN 665.4 45.2 246.1 113.5 46.8%
X 87 87 87 87 87
XN 7L NS SEN 573.1 58.0 217.7 66.4 29.6%
X 101 101 101 101 101
HY NS SEN 690.9 35.0 280.4 83.4 28.4%
X 38 38 38 38 38
N NS SEN 605.3 51.7 234.8 71.0 29.3%
JEXL 139 139 139 139 139
TEHDOTHD.

3ARIZRIT HHIROAUEEIDH D L &

AER RO 2351 2 HECH R B & 32 SUUEENCOWT, SUET, () HusahEo B GE)
D, B OB RTINS T2 E 72> TND Dy, TREHT L CE 72 ZOxEBEERENO BRI,
HFBEIRIRC LV EHEEHTH Y, HlsEROBEEEBEREOHIBSULKEDIN b, {SH=REEORIE, it
FEDIAE, AN CIOBENN, WBR 2 T e kBT £ CHiA IR L Q5. MllS b2 B EHEEDT=HIz
I ZEMFEINTWDENDE, UKD &) BEENERANCAEEE ST TW5. £ LT, 2004 FFEEH
NI, TREIERDS TR TATEEED S IR 28 U, READFEFITHIN L T, BLEDZ L1, BIAMNERE
X0, FERBERICSILSTUVAIREADTD, HUsOARE7ZEE A TR 92 BRIOT-0OI21E, FEER
BRI 2 LM E b2 D, — 5T, BIBHFZSEDINMUERIZIR > TS 2T ThHhDH & bIETE L9

BIAIRO SY HIRBIEHE OHIE DA 1 & BRSO & XEHEOBHRMNIELS, Lo LAKIE L TRV AR
BOFD, BeEZ M LTV, SUETRIE, RETANTHL D, 71l MYeREES L D 5 R
DOFERH7 2 Y VHRELA~DORGE LR L oo 5. IO SUUTAES T A 70T 4 T 4 SOFEROEMEHR L LD
BRI TR & 720, FRUuT, EL-SVTOTA T2 T 4T 4 DBIBORCTHS2 7 A 72T 4 T ¢ DIETE
BB, Hillif T Ao — Hl~OEPIDVER TS, 20 L) a5, HilsdtS 2 Fancd 2 ildkE
EROAIEMEFRTEIC L 2 HIBTEMA LR & L COSYIEENLETH D L, FHEIHITEDOMIMAZ 5.
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