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Activities Related to Museum-like Functions in Water Purification Plants

Noriko HORIE (Bukkyo University)

In recent years, urban infrastructure has become obsolete in various places and renewal is urgent.
As population declines and administrative services rationalize, various urban facilities need to
reaffirm their functions and significance of existence and reorganize them. The Urban facility is
built for original function. At the same time, there is a meaningful existence with a wide range of
functions in the local community.

Each urban facility not only supports the area by the original function of the facility but also a
symbol of the area symbolizing the individuality, wealth and history of the area. In addition, it
contributes greatly to the local community by conducting various activities such as conservation,
disclosure, exhibition, education, and events of regional resources.

In this study, I report on the results of "Questionnaire survey on museum functions of urban
facilities" (1st phase survey) from April to June 2017 for major water purification plants throughout
Japan. In other words, I will report on the present situation of the museum-like efforts at the water
purification facility. From the survey results, about 80% of the water purification plant is
conducting some activities related to museum-like functions. For example, there are many water
purification plants that play an educational role for elementary school students. However, on the
other hand, it is suggested that there are systematic problems. It is confirmed that there is an
important relationship between museum activities and other organizations. In order to strengthen

museum-like functions, it is necessary to consider cooperation with other organizations.
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