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A policy related to dogs as companion animals

— A case study of Kyoto—city

Kasumi Susaki Ryukoku University

In Japan the number of dogs keeping at home is estimated at about 9,9917,000 in 2015 and the
number has been decreasing since 2013. Until 2004 or 2005 in Japan dogs were usually kept outside
Now more than half of all domestic dogs are kept indoors. The number of condominiums that allows
dogs to be kept has been increasing; 93.8% of condominiums which have been completed since 2008 and
42.5% over all have rules that allow dogs to be kept

Because of the increase of dogs in urban areas, dog-related social problems occur including dog
waste left on the road, dogs barking, and smell. It is necessary to improve Japanese law and
environmental regulations to solve these issues and also social support should be improved

First, this paper reviews the state of Japanese laws and regulations concerning dogs. After
that, choosing a regulation which concern the manner for successful and cooperative living with
companion animals and their owners. Moreover, the statement about dog waste left is focused and
specific. The regulation was implemented July 1, 2015. The statement clearly states that all dog
waste must be collected and if owners fail to do so, offenders are fined up to 30,000 yen. This
statement also indicate that persons accompanied by a dog must carry a dog waste collection kit.

Although this regulation was planned avoiding the nuisance caused by companion animals, many
associations related to animal welfare were against the name and contents of the regulation. The
municipality then decided to change the name and modify some of the contents. This paper also
reports on the result of investigation into the process of decision—making about this regulation by
referring to a document which is listed, and which gathered comments of residents about the draft
the explanation by the municipality on its web site, and also the report about the efficiency of
regulation at the end of March 2016

Third, the result of the questionnaire survey, which was undertaken in April 2016 are reported
One thousand questionnaires were distributed to residents in Kyoto—city and the number of completed
sheets was 400, making the percentage of completed questionnaires out of total 40%. The results of
this survey show that the regulation is known by only 14% of respondents and 25% of dog owners
respondents. From the open—ended comments written on the questionnaire, the smell of dog urine and

“marking” are also a big problem.

Finally, the results of the survey of English law and field work in February 2016 are reported
The reason for choosing England is that it has a longer history than Japan of living with dog

According to the results there are many national laws that prohibit leaving dog waste, and
nuisance regulation deal with dogs barking, smell and other problems. Because of these rules, dog
owners must train their dog properly. Social supports such as dog warden services, parks at which
dogs are allowed to run without lead, dog waste boxes in the park are available to use.

In comparing Japan with England, many points that should be addressed by Japanese policy become

clear.
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