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Abstract

Since the Remote Islands Development Act enacted in 1953, the Japanese policy for developing
the remote islands in Japan has contributed for providing infrastructures of life, industry and
transportation. While the public investment policy has played a key role for maintaining the
economy of the islands, the population decline and economic stagnation has still continued.

The aims of the paper are as follows: Firstly, we give a statistical analysis to compare the
financial structure of the municipalities at the remote islands with that of the under-populated
municipalities in the mainland of Japan. Secondly, we analyze and estimate the finance structure of
the remote islands’ municipality. In addition, we focus on issues of remote islands’ development
from sustainable development perspectives, including a future investment policy and strategy of
remote islands in Japan.
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