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Single Mother Family as Child Abuse Risk——Standpoint of Social Exclusion and Gender

The University of Tokushima ~ Kyoko Tsuji*

With current child-abuse prevention measures, emphasis is placed on building a system of early discovery,
preventing abuse by focusing on families with high risk of child abuse. Fatherless families in particular, lacking
a father figure and being more likely to suffer economic hardship, are marked as being abuse risks. In this
report, we looked at from the abuse consultation acceptance data of the A Child Consultation Center and
investigated whether single mothers to be judged easily as committing abuse by public institutions. After
looking at the relationship between the severity of abuse and household type, the results revealed that, at the
level of "risk of abuse", it was more often fatherless families than families with both parents. Moreover, this
abuse type 1s often categorized into neglect. When we interviewed five mothers, we discovered they had been
judged so because they were single-mothers and because they were having financial difficulties. Being judging to
be abusers, the services provided by the government possibly becomes a burden. Some mothers felt they came to
be even more closely monitored, and they were ostracized from the community. However, while they felt
frustration, by neither protesting nor assimilating, they were attempting to maintain a stable lifestyle.



