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Policy Issues for Regional Innovation :

Case Study of the Health-Related Clustering in Niigata Prefecture, Japan

KIMINAMI, Lily (Niigata University) %
FURUZAWA, Shinichi (Niigata University)

In Japan, it has been undergone the rapid aging of the society and falling birthrates, and issues for solving
the problems of health in the society and improving the quality of life have become diversified and complicated.
At the same time, for realizing a sustainable regional development, the issue of innovation creation has become
urgent along with the proceeding of the globalization and tightening of the environment and resource constraint.

The purpose of this study is to clarify the policy issues for regional innovation by analyzing the
“health-related industry clustering” which has entered the phase of growth in Niigata Prefecture, Japan. More
specifically, it will identify the relationship between the cognitive distance of inter-firms and innovation creation
based on the analysis of annual security reports of food manufacturing enterprises. Additionally, it will analyze
the programs for cultivation of human resources and the business models of creative firms based on interview
survey to the intermediate organization of the cluster, and clarify the impacts of the spatiality of knowledge flow
on the regional innovation system. Finally, it will draw policy implications for regional innovation creation based
on the questionnaire survey to the entities of the clusters.
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